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ARival Appears!

“Hey, wasn' that Ryuichi down there having lunch?”
Iooked out of the window.

Tzumi tumed as well,

“Oh, oh, where, where?”

“Look”

Tzumi squintd, scarching for his face inthe crowd outside
T can' sce him anywhere.”

“Shinju, do you know if he'sout there with someane? You look all
pissed off"

“Nah, nothing lke tha, Just curious "

1 decided 0 take & look outside. Back n the ocean world, 1 had really
200d eyesight.



And st ke tht.
Iimade a super shocked face,jut like Izumi’

0 way..it caitbe..1 id't know Ryusichi would be out there. who is
s i

could it b, all his time, h's
Do e s s 4171 mean look, e’ sarng er right n the

“Rereally?”

1

thouight T was the oly one who looked ito Ryuuichis eyes ke thet.
Twas shocked.

e

Lguess I eally do fike Ryuuichi

“That must be why I'm feling s0 upset.

But

For thesake of the "Mermaid's Legend", 've got o do my best
“Hey, who i he having lunch with?”

“I'm not sure - couldn't geta good look at her face.™
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Once again.
Ouside of the window.
On the awn.

Staring a him,

Rywichi ©

He really was cating lunch on the awn,
Without thinking, 1 sprang out the window and ran 0 hin.
“Ryuichiiiii ~

1
1 caled out his name, shouting and waving my hands.

and met my gaze.



He was fcing me now.
Ors0 you could sy,

Actually, he seemed o b diseegarding me completely

T never been ignored by him before.

B

So long s 1 can become the girl Ryuuichi lkes,  dorft mind.
And Tknow he il

Hu?

Suddenly, | noticed a gir sittng next to Ryuuichi

1 Twas before,
behind him.

She scems quiet and sweet and she's cute 100
But
Hald up.

Stop.
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e

Was that just my magination?

e g siting nex 10 Ry

Y could ave swor she was there st a moment go.
And she was staring back at me

Hinmin,

1 don' think 1 s ust imagining it

She was saring at me.

i

Butit waseta regular sare.

She was smiling

A smile ke she had just beaten me ot something
She had long stghtblack i

And dak eys.

As deepasthe acean.

My grandma would have said that she was a dangerous sort of person,



Like the depths ofthe occan.
THook a decp breath
Twonder.

Why tha girl was smiling at me like that.

Like she had won something.
A

like s
spoke

1ty o sce heraround again
Noteaetly y" - Tl defnicly s that g again!
Adival

Inmy head

Those five letters lashed before my eyes.

"Hey, did you see that gir? | heard she's a transfe student."
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"0 Harumi-chan, el
" havrtt s her yet mysel, but thats what | heard”
et shetl end up in Ryuichi'scass”

"What?! The same clas as Ryuuichi?”

Suddenly, 1 had 2 bad fcling

s he unch bov, and i was amazing!”

Haruma suddenly raised her voice

e tats it the s vty vl s ovr - snd e
ol aron

Serousy

Soltook a peck.

Twas ulradusuriows

Was it thisbeavy befors?

Thre i onsof food packed i hre

Ryuuichi was eating i ke it wasrally delcios.

But
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Fdontt really cook.
Fwonder f 1 could even do it

Bu

Iwonitlet this get me down,

e got o succeed because of the "Mermaid's Legend”
1 won' give up. 1l have to leam how to make lunches."
Leurled my hand into a fst,

Fildo my best!

e gotia do my best.

*Shinju, you'e srong ™

v

“You look really posiive all of a sudden.”

Tzumi tumed her gloomy face towards e

s only because | have a mission”

“A mission?”

O, um, it nothing
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1 0 good. 165 1o good.

Without thinking, I alimost told someone all about the "Mermaid's
Legend".

A
“Thats right.

“Thats  good idea

Later that day aftr school -

“Hey umi. Wil you plase do something for me? @
held out my hands in fron of me ke 1 was prayin.

"Do something for you?"

1 wantyou o teach me how to make  hunch for Rywwichi.*
And bowed.

Howered my head

"0-okay. 1 show you how | ahways make mine."

And Lz gave a itle s

Loumi, youte so nice.



Thats resssuring
Do you want 0 come over 1o my house today ™

Hub, o your house, Sinja2t”

“Yea! Actualy, Tm kind of fecloding over atthe Kaidou's house”
“Wha the heck!t”

It fin, i fine - ome on.”

Lyas bsially forcing her tocom.

Maybe we'd run int the gl wha was sittng near Ryuuichi while we're

Andil all o smooty.
‘And Ryuichiwill fall i love with me.

And then, of course, he'd want 0 kiss me.

But for the ime being, 1l sette or & vow oflove.
Until then, 11 jut remain cheerful and hopeful.

Then,

W strke when theironis ht!
My bag and Izumi's bag.

‘Were swaying back and forth behind us as we walked home.
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“Shinjua?”

“Lets go, baumi. O

AS Tsaid i, Lzumi's bag stopped swaying.

had been walking along prety briskly

“Waita minute, Shinju”

zumi was almost having 1o chase me to keep up,
“Harry up, Lzumi, come on, come onnar-~ AHHHI™
Thud.

“Owwwwwiicseee”

Dang, that hurs,

Luipped on a rock.

And banged my knee pretty bad

L crossed my legs and held my knee enderly while rcking back and
forth,

Ontop of that.



N
my house.

And worse

1 had tipped Lzumi too, and al her st was spiled all over .

'm sormy. lzumi

s okay, Im fine, are you alight?"

I didn' expect that, Shinju, ae you realy okay?”

"Yeah, I should have practced more before zooming off ke that*
"Practiced more?”

Lzumi repeated back what I seid 0 he.

O yeah.

i does sound a bt strange 10 say that you ned practice running,

"Oh b, haha, its

thing, eally! Hahahahaba!”
1 idt fee the last bit exhausted at least,

11 sce. fzumi,this may sound bad, but the truthis 'm clumsy and fall
down allthe ipme? 1 y
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s fine. Ml go."
“lzumi®

"Bt Shinju, you hurt your knee when you fel down didn't you? I¢s il
ed.

lighty,step step sicp.
the sairs.

Tzumi s realy,really, really a g00d person

171 could flfl the "Mermaid's Legend” with another g, then Lzumi
would defnitely be the one I ipek.

pr—
i o i, i really made an impression on e
Yes

Belore my eyes.

Tzumi bent aver and picked up my notebook and rulr, which were:
scatered down the stirs.

"Thank you very much.”

She'sa really kind person.



1100k back my notebook and rler, and was 5o moved by Lzumis
kindness

‘Something fell out o my notcbook

A photo?

picked it up, and it was definitly a photograph.
A photo of Ryuichi

But how?

How did a photo of Rywichi find its way in there?
Man, I want to keep this. Q

m lucky I in good company when | found this.

Lzumi was busy looking in her own notebook.
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Tzumi scemed ik she was wating for something

Butwhy?

I an instant, 1 felta pang of doubt.

There wasn't a clear answer.

L don't know much because thisis my first experience with love.
Tove Ryusichi, so | want o keep his photo.

But Lzumi likes Ryuuichi t0o.

“The person Lzumi loves s Rywichi,

T dontt know why 1 wasitsble o admit that carlir

BuL

1, exactly the

kind he said he'd ke,
Maybe Ryuuichi docsrt eally want that,
But thats what Ryuichi said when we alked about it

Her fuce looked so sad and disappointed when talking about her
unrequited love.



But
But
“There's nothing | can say 0 help exactly.

1wish there was something I could say o
elp with herlking Ryuuichi so much.

But

Iwonder i I'm n the same boat in love
with Ryuuichi,carring his photo around.
wih me.

Tcan' confess my felings 0 anyone, and |
can't give up.

T can' confess anything 10 anyone unil his
sall over, | tink,

And because I can't confess anything,
there's no one who can help

“This really must be fove.
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